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What comes to mind when you 
hear  the te r m workplace 
v i olen ce ?   B ank  r ob b er y?   
C onv enience stor e stick -up ?   
D omestic disp utes?   A l l  of  these 
typ es of  v iol ence occur  in the 
wor k p l ace each day.     R ecent 

news stor ies—the shooting  at the U niv er sity of  
Washing ton,  at C N N ,  at N A S A —r emind us that 
wor k p l ace v iol ence can hap p en anywher e.     
Homicide is the second leading cause of death 
on the j ob —second only  to motor  v ehicle 
cr ashes.       
V iol ence in the wor k p l ace is a f act in today’ s wor l d.   
S ome j ob  f actor s that may incr ease a wor k er ’ s r isk  
f or  wor k p l ace assaul t incl ude:   
• C ontact with the p ub l ic 
• E x chang e of  money 
• Wor k ing  with unstab l e or  v ol atil e p er sons in heath 
car e,  social  ser v ice,  or  cr iminal  j ustice setting s 

• D el iv er y of  p asseng er s,  g oods,  or  ser v ices 
• Wor k ing  al one or  in smal l  numb er s 
• G uar ding  v al uab l e p r op er ty or  p ossessions 
• Wor k ing  in hig h cr ime ar eas 
• Wor k ing  l ate at nig ht or  dur ing  ear l y mor ning  
hour s 

• H av ing  a mob il e wor k p l ace such as a tax i cab  
• Wor k ing  in community-b ased setting s ( social  
ser v ices,  etc. )  
 
I nter nal or  E x ter nal T hr eats?   
O utside thr eats,  such as r ob b er y or  a v iol ent act b y 
an ang r y customer ,  ar e of ten unp r edictab l e.   
H owev er ,  emp l oyees of ten g iv e war ning  sig ns p r ior  
to b ecoming  v iol ent.   S ig nal s of  imp ending  v iol ence 
may incl ude:      
• F ascination with v iol ent ev ents or  emp athy f or  
v iol ent p eop l e 

• H istor y of  v iol ence 
• D r ug  or  al cohol  dep endency or  ab use 
• V eil ed or  dir ect thr eats 
• E x tr eme or  b iz ar r e b ehav ior ,  mar k ed ang er ,  or  
r ag e 

• N otab l e decl ine in wor k p l ace p er f or mance,  
attendance,  and p r oductiv ity 

• I ncr eased imp act on sup er v isor  time 
• T hef t or  destr uction of  p r op er ty 
• F ascination or  p r eoccup ation with weap ons,  
v iol ence,  or  ter r or ism 

• I nab il ity to accep t cr iticism 
• P ar anoia or  b el ief  that the system is unf air ,  
p athol og ical  b l aming  of  other s  

P r ev ention S tr ategies  
N o sing l e str ateg y is ap p r op r iate f or  al l  
b usinesses,  b ut al l  manag er s and emp l oyees 
shoul d assess the r isk  of  v iol ence in their  
wor k p l ace and tak e action to r educe those r isk s.   
S tep s to tak e incl ude:   
• P r e-emp l oyment scr eening ,  incl uding  a cr iminal  
histor y b ack g r ound check  

• E mp l oyee tr aining  
• I mp l ement a wr itten Wor k p l ace V iol ence p ol icy,  
incl uding  cl ear  b ehav ior al  standar ds,  z er o 
tol er ance,  p r ev ention p r og r ams,  and r ep or ting  
p r ocedur es 

• L imit p ub l ic access to wor k  ar eas 
• I nstitute and r ev iew secur ity 
p r ocedur es to b e f ol l owed in the 
ev ent of  an incident 

• I nstitute a “ no weap ons”  p ol icy 
• E stab l ish a staf f  code wor d or  
distr ess sig nal  

• M eet with l ocal  l aw enf or cement f or  
r ecommendations on imp r ov ing  the p hysical  
secur ity of  your  wor k p l ace  
P r ep ar ation is the f ir st step  towar ds p r ev ention.   
I nstitute a wor k p l ace v iol ence p ol icy,  and hav e a 
p l an in the ev ent that v iol ence occur s.   
S ome web sites with usef ul  inf or mation ab out 
Wor k p l ace V iol ence:   
http : / / www. osha. g ov / P ub l ications/ osha3 1 4 8 . p df  
http : / / www. usda. g ov / news/ p ub s/ v iol ence/ wp v . htm 
http : / / www. cdc. g ov / niosh/ v iol cont. html  
http : / / www. af scme. or g / heal th/ v iol tc. htm   
http : / / www. af scme. or g / heal th/ v iol aa. htm 
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4000 block NE 4th St 
7 : 5 3  p . m .  

A n  e m p loy e e  took the  tr a s h ou t the  ba ck d oor  a n d  n oti ce d  a  s u bj e ct i n  the  
r oa d w a y  be hi n d  the  bu s he s .   She  r e -e n te r e d  the  bu s i n e s s  a n d  locke d  the  
d oor .   T he  s a m e  s u bj e ct la te r  e n te r e d  the  bu s i n e s s  thr ou g h the  f r on t d oor  a n d  
s ta r te d  to w a lk a r ou n d  the  cou n te r .   H e  p u lle d  ou t a  g u n  a n d  d e m a n d e d  the  
m on e y  f r om  the  ca s h r e g i s te r  a n d  the  m on e y  a n d  ce ll p hon e  f r om  the  v i cti m ’ s  
p u r s e .   T he  s u s p e ct told  the  e m p loy e e  to g e t u n d e r  the  d e s k a n d  w a i t f or  f i v e  
m i n u te s ,  the n  le f t v i a  the  ba ck d oor .   A  K 9  tr a ck f or  the  s u s p e ct ha d  n e g a ti v e  
r e s u lts .   

$ 5 05  

COMMERCIAL BU RG LARY                                                                                                                                             LOS S  

42 00 block NE Su n s e t 
B lv d  

Su s p e ct/ s  g a i n e d  e n tr y  to the  bu i ld i n g  by  f or ci n g  op e n  the  d oor ;  the  r e a r  d oor  
a p p e a r e d  to ha v e  be e n  br oke n  a p a r t a r ou n d  the  locki n g  d e v i ce  a n d  the n  
op e n e d .   O n ce  i n s i d e  s u s p e ct/ s  p r i e d  op e n  the  of f i ce  d oor .   Su r v e i lla n ce  
v i d e o s how s  the  s u s p e ct e n te r e d  the  bu s i n e s s  a n d  n oti ce d  the  s e cu r i ty  
ca m e r a .   T he  s u s p e ct r e tu r n e d  w i th hi s  s w e a ts hi r t hood  ov e r  hi s  he a d  a n d  
a tte m p te d  to d i s a ble  the  ca m e r a .   H e  the n  w e n t d i r e ctly  to the  bu s i n e s s  of f i ce  
a n d  le f t ca r r y i n g  a  box  of  w i n e .   C a s h i n s i d e  the  bu s i n e s s  w a s  n ot ta ke n .   A n  
a d j a ce n t bu s i n e s s  ha d  be e n  bu r g la r i z e d  tw o d a y s  p r i or .   Crime Prevention 
T ip :  E x terior d oors  s h ou l d  b e of  s ol id  w ood  or meta l  c ons tru c tion a nd  f itted  
w ith  d ea d b ol t l oc k s  a nd  l a tc h  g u a rd s  to p revent p ry ing .  

$ 1 2 0 

3 1 00 block NE Su n s e t 
B lv d  

En tr y  to bu s i n e s s  w a s  g a i n e d  by  br e a ki n g  a  w i n d ow  w i th a  r ock.   Su s p e ct/ s  
s tole  a  coole r ,  ca n d y ,  p op ,  a n d  a  ba ck s u p p or t be lt.   O f f i ce r s  a tte m p te d  to 
con ta ct the  ow n e r  to s e cu r e  the  bu s i n e s s  bu t n on e  of  the  li s te d  p hon e  
n u m be r s  w e r e  cu r r e n t.   Crime Prevention T ip :  A p p l y  S ec u rity  F il m to g l a s s  
d oors  a nd  w ind ow s .   M a k e s u re y ou r b u s ines s  emerg enc y  c onta c t 
inf orma tion is  u p  to d a te—th e f orm c a n b e d ow nl oa d ed  f rom th e City  w eb s ite 
a t w w w . rentonw a . g ov.    

$ 9 5  

5 00 block Ste v e n s  A v e  
SW  

A  p r e s s u r e  w a s he r  w a s  s tole n  f r om  the  bu s i n e s s  s tor a g e  g a r a g e .   A n  
e m p loy e e  f ou n d  a  f ootp r i n t on  the  d oor  a d j a ce n t to the  d e a d bolt lock.   T he  
d oor  ha d  be e n  ki cke d  i n ;  the  lock bolt w a s  s ti ll thr ow n  a n d  the  d oor  w a s  
br oke n  a w a y .   T he  bu s i n e s s  d i d  n ot kn ow  the  br a n d  a n d  s e r i a l n u m be r  f or  
the  p r e s s u r e  w a s he r .   Crime Prevention T ip :   Ch oos e a  l oc k  w ith  a  l ong er 
b ol t f or u s e in ex terior a nd  is ol a ted  a rea s .   I ns ta l l  th e l oc k  in a  h ig h -q u a l ity   
d oor th a t is  ins ta l l ed  in a  s tu rd y  f ra me.   K eep  a  rec ord  of  eq u ip ment b ra nd  
a nd  s eria l  nu mb ers  s o th e item c a n b e id entif ied  a s  b el ong ing  to y ou .  

$ 400 

1 3 00 block D u v a ll A v e  NE En tr y  to the  bu s i n e s s  of f i ce  w a s  g a i n e d  by  p r y i n g  of f  the  d oor kn ob.   T e n a n ts  
ha v e  ke y s  to the  bu i ld i n g  bu t n ot to the  of f i ce .   Su s p e ct/ s  s tole  ca s h a n d  
m on e y  or d e r s .   Crime Prevention T ip :  M a k e b a nk  d ep os its  f req u entl y  s o th a t 
c a s h  is  not on h a nd  in th e event of  a  b u rg l a ry .   D oors  th a t a re ea s il y  
a c c es s ib l e s h ou l d  b e f itted  w ith  d ea d b ol t l oc k s  a nd  l a tc h  g u a rd s .  

$ 1 , 7 9 6  

1 8 00 block NE 44th St O f f i ce r s  r e s p on d e d  to a  r e p or t of  e x te n s i v e  d a m a g e  to the  bu s i n e s s  f r on t 
e n tr y .   T he  f r on t d oor s  a n d  s u r r ou n d i n g  g la s s  e n clos u r e  w e r e  d e s tr oy e d ;  i t 
a p p e a r s  tha t s u s p e ct/ s  g a i n e d  e n tr y  by  d r i v i n g  a  v e hi cle  thr ou g h the  f r on t 
g la s s  of  the  bu s i n e s s .   T he  s u s p e ct/ s  s tole  s e v e r a l com p u te r s  a n d  othe r  
e le ctr on i c i te m s .   Crime Prevention T ip :   I ns ta l l  h ea vy  b a rriers  s u c h  a s  
c ement p l a nter b ox es  in a rea s  w h ere f orc ed  entry  mig h t b e g a ined  b y  d riving  
a  c a r into th e b u il d ing .  

$ 1 8 , 000 

400 block S 3 r d  St A  m a n n e q u i n  w e a r i n g  a  w i g  a n d  w e d d i n g  d r e s s  w a s  s tole n  f r om  the  
bu s i n e s s .   En tr y  w a s  g a i n e d  by  br e a ki n g  a  w i n d ow .   T he  ow n e r  s a i d  tha t s he  
ha d  ha d  s e v e r a l of f e r s  to bu y  the  m a n n e q u i n .   Nothi n g  e ls e  w a s  s tole n  f r om  
the  bu s i n e s s .   Crime Prevention T ip :   A p p l y  S ec u rity  F il m to g l a s s  d oors  a nd  
w ind ow s  th a t a re not s h a tter-res is ta nt.   S ec u rity  F il m c a n inc rea s e th e 
s treng th  of  th e g l a s s  b y  3 0 0 % ,  g rea tl y  inc rea s ing  th e a mou nt of  time a nd  
ef f ort a  c rimina l  mu s t ta k e to g a in il l eg a l  entry  b y  b rea k ing  th e g l a s s .  

$ 1 , 000 
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COMMERCIAL BURGLARY, continued                                                                                                                            LOS S  
300 block Union Ave NE S u s p ect / s  s h a t t er ed  t h e f r ont  p or ch  lig h t  bu lb a nd  kicked  in t h e d oor  t o g a in ent r y .   

O nce ins id e,  s u s p ect / s  op ened  cu p boa r d s  a nd  d r a w er s .   Ap p r ox im a t ely  f ive d olla r s  
w a s  m is s ing  f r om  t h e bu s ines s ;  not h ing  els e w a s  t a ken.   Crime Prevention Tip:  
L ig h ting  is  th e nu mb er one d eterrent to c rime.   L ig h t f ix tu res  or b u l b s  th a t c a n b e ea s il y  
rea c h ed  s h ou l d  b e enc a s ed  in d a ma g e-res is ta nt s tru c tu res  ( s u c h  a s  pl ex i-g l a s s ,  meta l  
c a g es ,  etc . )   

$ 5   
 

A u t o  T h e f t s :   T h e r e  w e r e  6 2  c a r s  r e p o r t e d  s t o l e n  i n  R e n t o n  d u r i n g  t h e  m o n t h  o f  A p r i l  2 0 0 7 .  
A u t o  R e c o v e r i e s :   R e n t o n  P o l i c e  r e c o v e r e d  4 2  v e h i c l e s  t h a t  w e r e  s t o l e n  o u t s i d e  t h e  C i t y  d u r i n g  A p r i l  2 0 0 7 .  
OT H ER CRIMES  OF  IN T ERES T  OCCURRIN G ON  BUS IN ES S  P ROP ERT Y 

2 00 block S  3r d  S t  S t or e s ecu r it y  obs er ved  t h e s u s p ect  lea ve t h e bu s ines s  w it h  t w o p a cka g es  of  ch icken t h a t  h a d  not  
been p a id  f or .   O u t s id e t h e s t or e t h e s ecu r it y  g u a r d s  id ent if ied  t h em s elves  t o t h e s u s p ect .   T h e 
s u s p ect  h it  one of  t h e g u a r d s  in t h e f a ce w it h  t h e p a cka g es  of  ch icken a nd  beg a n r u nning .   H e w a s  
ca u g h t  a nd  d et a ined  by  t h e ot h er  s ecu r it y  g u a r d .   T h e inj u r ed  s ecu r it y  g u a r d  s a id  t h e s u s p ect  h it  
h im  s o h a r d  t h a t  h e s a w  s t a r s .   W h en t h e s u s p ect  w a s  q u es t ioned  a bou t  t h e incid ent ,  h e s a id  
h it t ing  t h e g u a r d  in t h e f a ce w a s  like W W F  w r es t ling ,  bu t  w it h  ch icken.   H e w a s  booked  int o j a il f or  
T h ef t  3r d  d eg r ee a nd  As s a u lt  4 t h  d eg r ee.    

4 00 block R ent on C ent er  
W a y  S W  

O f f icer s  r es p ond ed  t o a  r ep or t  of  a n u nw a nt ed  s u bj ect  in t h e bu s ines s .   An em p loy ee d es cr ibed  a n 
int ox ica t ed  m a le w h o w a s  cu r s ing  a t  em p loy ees  a nd  cu s t om er s  a nd  r ef u s ed  t o lea ve.   O f f icer s  
inf or m ed  t h e s u s p ect  t h a t  h e w a s  t r es p a s s ed  f r om  t h e s t or e.   T h e s u s p ect  s w or e a t  a nd  t h r ea t ened  
t h e of f icer s  bef or e clench ing  h is  f is t s ,  t a king  a  f ig h t ing  s t a nce,  a nd  s w ing ing  a t  t h e of f icer  w it h  a  
clos ed  f is t .   H e w a s  a r r es t ed  f or  As s a u lt  4 t h  d eg r ee.   O n t h e w a y  t o t h e j a il t h e s u s p ect  beg a n 
ba ng ing  h is  h ea d  on t h e p la s t ic w ind ow ,  ca u s ing  it  t o bleed ,  a nd  s t a t ed ,  “ I ’ m  g oing  t o t ell t h em  y ou  
h it  m e in t h e h ea d . ”    

36 00 block L ind  Av S W  T h e vict im ’ s  ex -h u s ba nd  ca lled  h er  a t  w or k a nd  t h r ea t ened  t o s h oot  a nd  kill t h e vict im  a nd  h er  
boy f r iend ,  a nd  t old  h er  s h e w ou ld  be “ in a  bod y  ba g  s oon. ”    

B ellevu e S u s p ect  u s ed  a  s t ick s t r ip p ed  f r om  a  nea r by  t r ee a f f ix ed  w it h  a  w a d  of  d u ct  t a p e t o “ f is h ”  veh icle 
key s  f r om  a  bu s ines s  d r op  box ,  t h en s t ole a  veh icle u s ing  t h e key s .  

4 00 block S  7 t h  S t  B u s ines s  ow ner  h a d  r ep or t ed  s u s p iciou s  p er s ons / a ct ivit y  on t h e bu s ines s  p r op er t y  d u r ing  t h e ea r ly  
m or ning  h ou r s  w h en em p loy ees  w er e a r r iving  f or  w or k.   An of f icer  cont a ct ed  a  s u s p iciou s  p er s on in 
a  veh icle on t h e p r op er t y .   T h e s u s p ect  f led  in t h e veh icle,  lea d ing  p olice on a  ch a s e bef or e 
a ba nd oning  t h e ca r  a nd  f leeing  on f oot .   A p olice K 9  loca t ed  t h e s u s p ect  h id ing  in t h e bu s h es .   An 
AR -1 5  r if le w a s  loca t ed  in t h e s u s p ect ’ s  veh icle.   T h e s u s p ect ,  a  convict ed  f elon w h o h a s  been 
s ent enced  4 2  t im es  a nd  ca nnot  p os s es s  a  f ir ea r m  d u e t o h is  s t a t u s  a s  a  convict ed  f elon,  s a id  h e 
d id n’ t  know  t h er e w a s  a  g u n in t h e veh icle ( a lt h ou g h  a  loa d ed  AR -1 5  m a g a z ine w a s  in p la in view  on 
t h e d r iver ’ s  s ea t ) .   T h e s u s p ect  w a s  booked  f or  F elon in P os s es s ion of  a  F ir ea r m .   O t h er  ch a r g es  
a r e p end ing .  

2 00 block R a inier  Ave S  T h e s u s p ect  d r op p ed  a  veh icle of f  f or  s er vice.   H e r et u r ned  t h r ou g h  a  r ea r  d oor  int o t h e s er vice 
a r ea ,  t old  t h e m ech a nics  h e h a d  a lr ea d y  p a id  f or  t h e $ 1 , 6 00 s er vice,  a nd  d r ove of f  w it h  t h e ca r .   
T h e bu s ines s  d oes  not  p h ot ocop y  cu s t om er ’ s  d r iver ’ s  licens es ,  a nd  only  a  na m e a nd  a d d r es s  w er e 
w r it t en d ow n.   T h e bu s ines s  ow ner  now  believes  it  is  a  f a ke na m e a nd  a d d r es s .   T h e licens e p la t e 
on t h e veh icle d oes  not  m a t ch  t h e veh icle r ecor d s ,  a nd  t h e V I N w r it t en d ow n by  t h e bu s ines s  is  not  
va lid .    

9 00 block P ow ell Ave S W  V ict im  r eceived  a n a nony m ou s  let t er  a t  w or k s t a t ing  t h a t  t h e a u t h or  knew  h er  w or k s ch ed u le,  w ou ld  
m onit or  h er  m ovem ent s ,  a nd  ca lled  h er  t h e m os t  d es p is ed  r ep r es ent a t ive of  t h e bu s ines s .   P os s ible 
s u s p ect  inf or m a t ion w a s  p r ovid ed  by  t h e vict im .  

1 1 00 block H oq u ia m  Ave 
NE 

O f f icer s  r es p ond ed  t o a  com m er cia l a la r m  t h a t  h a d  been t r ip p ed  t h r ee t im es .   An 
ex t er ior  d oor  h a d  been p r ied .   A K 9  s ea r ch  of  t h e bu ild ing  d id  not  loca t e a ny one.   
S ecu r it y  f or  t h e bu s ines s  r eview ed  t h e s u r veilla nce t a p e a nd  obs er ved  a  s u s p ect  
ent er ing  t h e bu ild ing  a nd  p r y ing  op en t w o vend ing  m a ch ines .   I t  is  u nknow n h ow  m u ch  
m oney  w a s  t a ken f r om  t h e vend ing  m a ch ines .  

u nknow n 



Terri Vickers / Crime Prevention Unit 
1 0 5 5  S  G ra d y  W a y  
R enton,  W A   9 8 0 5 7  
Ph one:   ( 4 2 5 )  4 3 0 -7 5 2 0  
F a x :   ( 4 2 5 )  4 3 0 -7 5 0 5   
E-ma il  th e Ed itor a t:   tvickers@ ci. renton. w a . u s 

RENTON POLICE  DEPART M ENT 

Copper / Metal Thefts Continue CITY HALL  
P HO N E  N U M B E R S  

Information Desk 4 3 0 -6 4 0 0  
E c onomic  
Dev el op ment 

4 3 0 -6 5 7 5  

F ire P rev ention 4 3 0 -7 0 0 0  

B u siness W atc h  4 3 0 -7 5 2 0  

B l oc k W atc h  4 3 0 -7 5 2 1  
H u man S erv ic es 4 3 0 -6 6 5 0  

C ity  C l erk 4 3 0 -6 5 1 0  
U til ity  S y stems 4 3 0 -7 2 3 4  
P ol ic e 
Dep artment 

4 3 0 -7 5 0 0  

C od e 
E nforc ement 

4 3 0 -7 2 6 9  

Copper wiring, copper pipe, light poles, 
gra v esid e v a ses, a nd  other m eta l item s 
continu e to b e ta rgeted  b y  thiev es who sell 
them  to recy cling b u sinesses f or ca sh.    
Constru ction sites, electrica l j u nction b ox es, 
a nd  pu b lic pa rk s a re f req u ent ta rgets.     
I f  y ou r b u siness m a inta ins item s tha t a re a ttra ctiv e to m eta l 
thiev es, b e a wa re tha t y ou r b u siness m a y  b e ta rgeted .   I tem s of  
v a lu e shou ld  b e stored  ind oors whenev er possib le.   D eliv eries of  
item s su ch a s copper wire or pipe shou ld  b e sched u led  f or a  
M ond a y , with the goa l of  insta lling the item s b ef ore the week end  
com es.   M eta l a pplia nces, wiring, a nd  pipes shou ld  not b e 
insta lled  u ntil it is possib le to secu re the b u ild ing.   P roper f encing, 
a d d itiona l lighting, a nd  hiring secu rity  personnel m a y  b e 
a ppropria te.   E v ery one work ing a t the b u siness or site shou ld  b e 
su b j ected  to a  b a ck grou nd  check  tha t inclu d es crim ina l history .   
A ll thef ts shou ld  b e reported  im m ed ia tely  to the police.   
I f  y ou  wou ld  lik e a  copy  of  ou r “ Crim e P rev ention on the 
Constru ction S ite”  b rochu re, plea se ca ll 4 2 5 -4 3 0 -7 5 2 0 .  


